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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer_management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or ‘wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





“What Can I Do?” 


The migration of Negroes and 
Spanish - speaking peoples into 
Northern communities continues un- 
abated, causing a constant overflow 
from segregated districts into white 
residential areas. Since the Supreme 
Court declared that restrictive cove- 
nants could not be legally main- 
tained, the first appearance of a col- 
ored family in a formerly all-white 
area often produces a sudden flare- 
up of racial animosities, with white 
home-owners often easily panicked. 
Unscrupulous real estate operators, 
both white and black, take advan- 
tage of such situations in a heartless 
and irresponsible way, knowing that, 
as “For Sale” signs pop up along a 
street, property will change hands 
quickly at low prices — with many 
extra commissions involved. 

We reported some months ago 
how one householder in St. Louis 
had stopped such a plague by put- 
ting a “Not For Sale” sign in his 
front yard, stating that he intended 
to stay and welcome his new neigh- 
bors and help keep the community 
a pleasant one. 

Another instance of such Chris- 
tian courage and insight occurred in 
Kansas City. Rev. Earl Sturgess of 
the Southeast Presbyterian Church 
checked a similar wave of hysteria 
and racialism in his community by 
placing a large poster in front of his 
home, “Not For Sale! Neither my 
home nor my moral convictions. I 
believe in my neighborhood and my 
neighbors.” He persuaded his neigh- 
bors to put up over a hundred such 
posters on their premises: “The re- 
sponse has been amazing. They are 
staying and assimilating the new in- 
fluences,” he told reporters. 

Whether we like it or not, Amer- 
ica is changing. To fight change is 
futile; to guide it and to inject a re- 
demptive motive into the new evolv- 
ing social structures is the Chris- 
tian’s joyous obligation. Be alert for 
what you can do along these lines in 
your own community. 


GREAT CONTRADICTION haunts and plagues modern society; 
as we reach a peak of prosperity and abundance, we find it 
also to be a mountain of anxiety and tension. Why should fear and worry 
characterize our most prosperous era? Is it not that prosperity is measured 
by the things we possess and consume, which centers our attention on get- 
ting, with ourselves the axis, the hub? But man is helpless and hopelessly 
inadequate in this very difficult world; when his thoughts are centered on 
himself, his vista is very narrow, his perspectives short. So he worries — 
“What’s going to happen to me — and to mine?” To be concerned about 
the larger world around us, to care about what happens to other people, 
lengthens our perspective, widens our vision and consequently enlarges our 
understanding. We are much better able to cope with our own problems be- 
cause we are aware of the nature of the larger picture. When there is no 
concern, there is no control. Religion is the cure for tension and anxiety 
because, as we become conscious of God’s plan, His purposes, we can find 
our place in this larger measurement of life. From that position we can in- 
fluence the world, minister to others, but the world cannot touch us, what 
we really are and have. 


X-Ray and Foreeast 


EANING OF GENEVA: The most far-reaching aspects of Geneva 

did not get headlines. No informed diplomat expected Moscow to 
make concessions, for most Russian leaders are still doctrinaire Communist 
revolutionaries. But the Russians have looked over the brink into the 
hydrogen hell of modern war and know that war is completely out in the 
estimations of sane men. They accept this with an earthy realism which un- 
fortunately is not so familiar in Washington. The Soviet chiefs, however, 
know they cannot roll back 40 years of Russian history, but they are seek- 
ing ways to turn the tide of that history. 

THE WORLD IS A BOMB: President Eisenhower is one of the 
few Americans who has all the facts on hydrogen war, which, over the 
protests of the atomic scientists, are still being largely kept from the Amer- 
ican people. For this reason he understands the Russian groping for a new 
path, understands it much more clearly than most in Congress or in military 
circles, who are either not so well informed or are unable to break with 
the political and military traditions of thought. This is why Eisenhower jar- 
red everybody so with his proposal to exchange all military secrets and to 
arrange mutual access to the air over both U. S. and Russia, which was 
the one really significant development at Geneva. 


This proposal is the first instance of official East or West recogni- 
tion of the new military status quo of instantaneous all-destructive nuclear 
warfare, which the world is now prepared to wage and in which there is no 
defense possible. Eisenhower and Zhukov knew that their own politico’s 
weren’t ready for it — neither our Congress nor the Communist party — 
but this was a frank warning that an international military control body 
with power to go anywhere must be established. If the U. S. and Russia can 
come to it, the whole world would quickly fall in line. 

This approach was apparently worked out between Eisenhower and 
Zhukov, the two military men of East and West who have the highest rank 
and are most authoritative and therefore knew exactly what they were do- 
ing. Much more of this proposal will be heard in the future. 

EISENHOWER AND ZHUKOV met during the conference for 


secret discussions on three separate occasions for one hour or more each— 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Medical Ethics 

A long-standing conflict within 
the American Medical Association, 
which is of importance to every 
family, has recently broken into the 
open. For years public health offi- 
cials, magazine writers, editors and 
private citizens have complained of 
the evils of ghost surgery, medical 
fee-splitting and other backward 
practices common in American 
medicine. (In ghost surgery, the 
family doctor pretends to operate 
but in reality, as soon as the patient 
is anesthetized, a surgeon takes over 
and does the operation.) Heretofore, 
the AMA has either flatly denied 
that such abuses existed or has 
merely tried to look the other way. 

But more than a year ago the 
AMA Board of Trustees quietly set 
up a special study commission to in- 
vestigate the basic causes of these 
unethical practices. The committee 
report was turned in at the AMA 
annual convention in Atlantic City 
in June. The AMA Board endeavor- 
ed to keep the report suppressed — 
even from the AMA’s governing 
body, the House of Delegates! 
Board members declared that the 
entire report was too controversial 
for wide dissemination. But some 
of the younger doctors, who have 
opposed the AMA’s archaic policies 
for years, led a floor rebellion and 
overruled the board, and the com- 
mittee was ordered to make the full 
report available to all the delegates. 
Moreover, the July publication of 
the American Academy of Gener- 
al Practice, published by doctors 
who specialize in family medicine, 
released the first version of the ma- 
jor portion of the report which 
brought out the following surpris- 
ing admissions: 

(1) Ghost surgery and fee-split- 
ting, admittedly widespread through- 
out the medical profession, have be- 
come necessary because of the com- 
petition in surgery and the strained, 
unwholesome relationship between 


the general practitioners and surgi- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Medical Ethics 


(continued) 
cal groups. The competition among 
surgeons — crowded together in ur- 
ban areas—is such that many 
young surgeons could not earn an 
adequate income and keep their 
place in the professional community 
without doing ghost surgery, and 
thereby splitting fees with the gen- 
eral practitioners who bring in the 
surgical cases. (2) General practi- 
tioners are distressed over the in- 
equality of the situation which the 
average doctor faces, for it is he 
who examines the patient, diagnoses 
the case and brings in the surgeon. 
Yet he can only charge $5 or $10 
for his office service. The surgeon 
who performs the usual routine op- 
eration in less than an hour can 
charge $150 to $250 for his work. 
Fee-splitting thus becomes essential, 
because of the competition among 
the surgeons, and the admitted in- 
equality of the economics involved. 
(3) Family doctors complain that 
while their responsibility for diag- 
nosis and care is more arduous than 
surgery, often requiring even great- 
er experience and skill, yet they are 
rated much lower than the surgeon, 
not only in the public mind but in 
the general professional attitudes. 
Thus the family doctors ask for a 
re-evaluation within the profession 
itself of the position of the general 
practitioner in relation to the place 
of the surgeon and specialist. 
What will the AMA do about this 
report when once it gets to the pub- 
lic? Most doctors who look upon 
their profession as a human service 
rather than as a commercial enter- 
prise believe that the best solution 
possible within the free enterprise 
system, and one that will keep us 
from drifting into state medicine, 
would be a wider development of 
the clinical system. This plan pro- 
vides for a group of doctors (sur- 
geons, internalists, obstetricians, 
etc.) to work together with one 
laboratory (for tests, analyses, etc.), 
one examination and one fee, in- 
stead of moving the patient down 
the line. from doctor to specialist 
(often several) to surgeon — with 
separate duplicating examinations, 
tests and accumulative fees. The 
clinic system is alreadv functioning 
in thousands of communities, oper- 
ating completely within the free 
enterprise system, and it is by and 
large far superior, more scientific 
and more economic for both patient 
and doctor than the hit-and-miss, 
free-for-all private practice svstem 
so dear to the heart of the AMA. 
POLIO VACCINE: The mon- 
strous fumbling of the polio vac- 
cine situation was the result of the 
lack of a firm policy in which the 
public good came first — with the 
medical associations, drug manu- 


facturers and their powerful lobby 
(continued third col., THIS page) 





X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


by far the most important events of the week. The political commissars 
Khrushchev and Bulganin make up one point of the Soviet triangle, the 
Russian army under Zhukov another, and the Russian people the third. 
Eisenhower was trying to get at the Russian people through Zhukov and 
obviously with his goodwill and cooperation. 


AGING PEACE: The time has come to wage peace. Everything in 
Washington is organized to prepare for war, to wage the cold war; 
all wheels turn that way. That’s where all the promotions and profits come 
from — captains become admirals, colonels become generals, businessmen 
become millionaires, if they can worm into a few Army or Air Force con- 
tracts. When someone seriously starts to work for peace, he starts bump- 
ing against all this. But if men wanted to, if they really cared, we could 
wage peace — we could do it as realistically as we wage a cold or hot war. 
The most important recent diplomatic developments have not been 
made in Geneva but in Iowa. When the move for the farmer exchange- 
visit idea was first started, the State Department tried to ignore it, wanted 
none of it, and only aided the plan when forced to. Most of the military 
consider all such ideas nonsense or worse; one general called it “feeding 
meat scraps to an alligator.” 

But the Russian and U. S. farmers visited one another’s corn fields, 
and thousands in both countries saw and talked to the visitors; millions 
watched them on TV. To the millions here and in Russia there were fresh, 
priceless moments when it was realized we are all just people, identical in 
all the essential human ways, wanting to get away from war talk, away 
from fear and threats, to talk about raising corn and wheat and children. 

IF WE REALLY WANT TO BREAK UP THE COLD WAR, 
we have made a good start. If we want to wage peace, we should proceed 
further. After the Russian farmers have had a month to spread the news 
of our agricultural achievements and the abundance of American farm 
life, we should then broadcast offers to ship Russia our surplus wheat, 
corn, butter and egg surpluses to ease the food shortages there — at attrac- 
tive long-range credits or, still better, in exchange for materials they pro- 
duce which we can use advantageously (timber products, pulpwood, min- 
erals). With that we should also offer to send teams of American agricul- 
tural and technical specialists to serve the Russian people in ways deemed 
most helpful in producing food, raising cattle, hogs, increasing dairy pro- 
duction. The Kremlin is in the mood now to accept such help for they are 
desperate about raising the standards of living. 


All this could be exchanged for visits to this country of Russian 
theatrical, ballet and opera troupes which are among the world’s best, 
with the added flavor of the uniquely rich and dramatic Slavic culture. A 
few of such companies played in Paris and Vienna last year and were 
hailed by the most sophistocated critics as of extremely high artistic value. 
Let such troupes play 100 of the largest American cities — they would 
draw tremendous crowds. Then we should follow this by pressing Moscow 
for extensive student exchange. Helping the Russian people get more food 
would not be strengthening communism, as some charge. History shows 
that hungry discouraged people become listless, docile; whereas fairly well 
nourished people are more prone to rebel against tyranny. The hungry go 
to extremes of violence when they do rebel; the better fed use adroit ma- 
neuvers to outwit and isolate the tyrants. (England’s history is replete with 
this fact as is the history of other nations.) 

THERE ARE 500,000 DEVOUT BAPTISTS IN RUSSIA with 
over 3 million “adherents” making up the largest Protestant group in the 
Soviet, most Russians being Eastern Orthodox Catholics. (Church mem- 
bership among Baptists in Russia demands real dedication; “adherents” 
would include most of our “active” members who attend frequently dur- 
ing the year.) Baptist laymen and Baptist pastors should make spiritual 
pilgrimages to Russia, invite Russians to visit here, to preach in our 
churches. American and Russian choirs might exchange visits. Russian 
choirs would pack our largest auditoriums — 100 voices, 40 of them basses! 

THERE ARE MANY MORE WAYS to wage peace. Write your 
congressmen — both senator and representative — urging that we “Wage 
peace.” The time is now ripe. If you feel so led, repeat the above sugges- 
tions and add ideas of your own. To wage peace successfully does not 
mean that all these suggestions — or any of them specifically — must be 
successfully carried out. By agitating for these wholesome, realistic moves, 
by broadcasting such offers and suggestions and continuing to urge coop- 
eration, we will heap coals of fire upon the Kremlin, for the Russian peo- 
ple are also eager for peace, fearful of war. We would be following the 
fead of Geneva, lifting the barrier of human fellowship up between the 
faceless, soulless, mindless spirit of war which seems to crouch on the 
horizons of East and West. : 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Medical Ethics 
(continued) 

groups in Washington making a 
carnival of the polio shots to dem- 
onstrate that private enterprise 
could do the job better than gov. 
ernment — without even govern- 
ment supervision. The story of com- 
petition among influential doctors 
for supplies, competition among in- 
fluential and wealthy patients for 
vaccine, and the ill-planned stam- 
pede among manufacturers to “get 
there firstest with the mostest” 
should clarify, in the public mind, 
the relationship between public 
health needs, free enterprise and 
government responsibility for super- 
vision and regulation. 

Out of the debacle, congressional 
action is imminent with the Senate 
approving a bill authorizing Federal 
grants to help states and communi- 
ties to provide free Salk polio vac- 
cine shots for children and preg- 
nant women under the supervision 
of state boards of health. A similar 
bill is pending before the House, 
Both bills reflect compromise work- 
ed out in committee where the pres- 
sure from medical groups and drug 
manufacturers has been strongly 
felt. Some congressmen claim that 
these bills only scratch the surface 
of need in the country and that the 
problem should be handled on a na- 
tional scale by the Federal govern- 
ment. Other congressmen, sincerely 
concerned with the preservation of 
free enterprise in medicine, believe 
that by handling the problem on a 
state basis, over-centralization of 
medical practice can be avoided. 


Quakers Speak Up 

The Quaker booklet, Speak Truth 
to Power, issued a few weeks ago by 
the American Friends Service Com- 
mittee, is gaining the respectful at- 
tention of large numbers of educa- 
tors, clergymen and political leaders. 
This, the fourth in a series of book- 
lets on war and peace which the 
Quakers have published since 1949, 
declares that the greatest evil in the 
world today is not Marxism but the 
“military code” that holds man to be 
an instrument of the state, which is, 
ironically, the principal charge lev- 
eled against communism. The phi- 
losophy of military violence incor- 
porated in a democratic military 
state requires the same basic su- 
premacy over individual rights as 
the Communist state. When we 
have committed ourselves to this 
philosophy, the study maintains, we 
can take no constructive step. “The 
U. S. stands by when North African 
colonies demand their freedom be- 
cause we do not want to antagonize 
a military partner. In the Far East, 
the American position is determined 
on the basis of military considera- 
tions rather than what is good for 
Japan.” In the end we pay the pen- 


alty of condoning evil as great as 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Quakers Speak Up 


(continued) 
that of those we oppose. 


The popular belief that Commu- 
sist tyranny has created all the evils 
of today is refuted by the Quakers. 
‘No reputable historian has ventur- 
ed the idea that either the First or 
second World War was spawned by 
communism. Nor are the Russians 
responsible for the concept of blitz- 
krieg, obliteration bombing or first 
yse Of atomic weapons. They have 
all been loosed upon the world by 
the very nations which now profess 
outrage at the cynical Soviet concept 
of the role of violence.” 

Copies of this study of the current 
gene, in terms of the _ historic 
Quaker view, may be obtained for 
25¢ from the American Friends 
Service Committee, 20 South 12th 
§t., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 

FRIENDS JOURNAL: To many 
throughout the world the word 
Quaker means workers-for-peace. In 
the recent union of the two historic 
Philadelphia Yearly Meetings, a new 
national Friends Journal was cre- 
ated, a weekly publication that cov- 
ers the broad field of the Friends’ 
world-wide interest and effort. As 
a foremost Quaker publication it is 
not only one our own readers would 
enjoy studying but one which should 
be in every public library. Its excel- 
lent literary and editorial qualities 
will attract many who would profit 
from encountering the constructive 
Quaker viewpoint. Request that 
your local library board to subscribe 
to it — the price is $4. a year; the 
address, Friends Journal, 1515 
Cherry Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 

CHURCH PEACE CONFER- 
ENCE: We have received many in- 
quiries concerning the report in a 
recent issue on the community Con- 
ference on World Order sponsored 
by the Trinity Methodist Church of 
Des Moines. Such one-day Confer- 
ences may be sponsored by a single 
church or a group of churches as a 
community study of individual re- 
sponsibility to the world order and 
the ways an individual can contrib- 
ute to the building of peace. Material 
prepared by the American Friends 
Service Committee gives detailed 
outlines and suggestions for setting 
up a local Peace Conference. It will 
be supplied by Dr. J. Burt Bouw- 
man, 20 S. 12th St., Phila., Pa. 


Family Patterns 

DECLINE IN DIVORCES: Aft- 
er the jump in the divorce rate dur- 
ing and after World War II, there 
has been a sharp decline since 1946. 
In fact, the number of divorces per 
1,000 married couples is now less 
than 60 per cent of what it was in 
‘46. The drop cannot be attributed 
to stricter laws because the laws 
have changed little during recent 


years. And the economic boom 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 


CONOMICS AND YOU: The indications now are that this fall will 

see more of the most puzzling, biggest, longest boom in American 
history. In the economic analysis and forecast of our last issue we passed 
on to our readers the warnings being sent out by top economic advisers to 
their clients concerning the threat of inflated credits —— with time pay- 
ments contracted by the average family beyond capacity to pay — with 
seemingly prosperous businesses operating on credit margins that are too 
thin. As we reported, that should indicate that a break must come. 

During late June and early July, however, department store sales 
and retailing in general showed counter-seasonal increased upward trends. 
Also buyers from all over the country, now visiting wholesale centers for 
fall stocks, report that all current signs point to even higher retail activity 
in the fall. Yet credit analysts and finance experts are not pulling down the 
warning signals; in fact, they are moving from yellow to red, caution to 
alarm, over what is building up. It is undeniably true that most people are 
spending more than they can really afford — paradoxically, that is what 
keeps the boom going — new cars, washing machines, furniture and cloth- 
ing pouring out at unprecedented production rates. And, of course, em- 
ployment is at the highest, unemployment low. 

ARE WE IN A NEW ERA when money just doesn’t matter any 
more? Everybody has social security or industrial pensions, so why save 
any more? Consequently people are getting the things they want and en- 
joy and are taking trips, instead of being frugal and saving. Is that good? 
Economists will concede that maybe it is in some respects, that a whole 
new economic era may be here. But what happens when the spirit of such 
an era leads folks to spend more than they’ve got or are going to have — 
allowing for average family experience in lay-offs, sickness and the usual 
vicissitudes of life? That’s what has the economists puzzled and uncertain 
— has them advising clients that while business will be the best ever during 
coming months, for heaven sakes don’t get out on a limb for it’s a long 
way to the ground; proceed with caution. 

Food prices are expected to go down slightly in the fall; autos, 
tools, household equipment will go higher; clothing for men slightly higher, 
women’s wear slighty cheaper; building materials and the building trades in 
general will slacken. Real estate prices will go down some —a 5 per cent 
over-all drop in real estate values is expected to develop, except in new 
crowded areas. 

FARM INCOMES DROPPED another 4 per cent the first six 
months of ’55. That should be a warning note. The farmers’ part of our 
economy is only about 25 per cent; so is a front tire, but what happens 


when it blows out at 60 miles per hour? Actually, farm incomes have gone 
(continued on NEXT page) 
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Family Patterns 
(continued) 
can’t be held to account, since di- 


vorces normally rise during pros- 
perity (when people can afford 
them). 

Happier marriages are the basic 
cause of the decline, say the ex- 
perts, who compare the hasty, ill- 
considered marriages during the war 
period to the trend now toward 
marriages made more thoughtfully 
and between persons with more sim- 
ilar backgrounds. However, the 
present decline in the divorce rate 
isn’t nearly sharp enough to lead us 
to expect any radical change in the 
divorce picture. For the present re- 
duced rate is still over twice what 
it was in 1900! 

RUNAWAY FATHERS: The in- 
crease in the number of men who 
desert their children is “growing by 
leaps and bounds,” according to 
Federal Social Security Commis- 
sioner Charles I. Schottland. In 
1940 only 20 per cent of those help- 
ed by the Aid to Dependent Chil- 
dren program were in need because 
of abandonment by their fathers 
through divorce, separation or de- 
sertion; this figure has now increased 
to 60 per cent, of whom three- 
fourths have been deserted: by their 
fathers. Divorce or separation are 
expensive, so that desertion has be- 
come the poor man’s substitute. By 
contrast, the number of full or- 
phans is greatly decreasing, as 
fewer mothers die in childbirth. 

MARRIAGES IN SPAIN: Most 
Americans have been aware that 
non-Catholics in Spain have found 
it very difficult to marry — in fact, 
hundreds of Protestant young peo- 
ple have been blocked from normal 
marriage by the harsh and totali- 
tarian attitude of the hierarchy in 
Spain, which forces the Spanish 
Government to conform to church 
laws forbidding recognition of non- 
Catholic marriages. 

The invasion of American mili- 
tary forces into Spain heightened 
this problem, as we reported some 
months ago, with the church en- 
forcing the ruling under the Franco 
government that no GI could mar- 
ry a Spanish girl without the con- 
sent of the local bishop! The rever- 
berations in this country aroused 
Franco’s government finally — the 
result, an announcement in Madrid 
that the Spanish Court of Appeals 
has ordered, in a test case, that all 
Spaniards, whether Catholic or not, 
have the right of civil marriage. 
This is a great victory for the much 
persecuted Protestants in Spain. 


IN GOD WE TRUST: There is a 
legislative bill in Congress propos- 
ing that the Christian motto “In 
God We Trust” be printed on all 
U. S. paper currency. However, 
there is some opposition to this dec- 
laration of religious faith in our 
national life. 








Desegregation Progress 
America can be justly proud of 
the magnificent way a tense social 
problem is being met — that of de- 
segregation. With communistic 
pressure throughout the world being 
centered upon the racial issue, 
America has been compelled to ac- 
celerate the development of genuine 
democracy in our own country. The 
U. S. Supreme Court decision order- 
ing desegregation in all public edu- 
cation is now being clarified and im- 
plemented in the lower courts. The 
Federal Court at Columbia, S. C., 
recently ordered the trustees of one 
of the local school districts to estab- 
lish a school system not based on 
racial discrimination. 

All Southern states are watching 
the South Carolina action in the 
“black belt” of the Deep South 
where state political leaders have 
made many irate threats about the 
measures they would take before 
submitting to desegregation. The 
Carolina court directed the school 
board to accomplish desegregation 
in their own time, in their own way, 
but added that the process must be 
sincerely undertaken, and enjoined 
the trustees of the local school board 
from refusing because of race to 
admit any child to any school in 
their jurisdiction. The injunction, 
however, will not become operative 
until “necessary arrangements” have 
been made for the admission of 
such children on a non-discrimina- 
tive basis with all “deliberate speed” 
as required by the decision of the 
Supreme Court. 

The key words are “deliberate 
speed.” The Supreme Court with a 
far-sighted Christian view put no 
time limit on the end of segrega- 
tion, leaving it to the local com- 
munities to solve the problem as 
best suited to their own conditions. 
The action by the South Carolina 
Court carries on the will, purpose 
and spirit of the Supreme Court ac- 
tion, putting the final decision up 
to the conscience of the local lead- 
ership. Since the U. S. Supreme 
Court’s decision was handed down, 
there has so far been no violence in 
any part of America over this ques- 
tion, a miracle in itself, when view- 
ed in the light of the many warnings 
of dire consequences that filled the 
air before the court decision. 


In our contacts with Southern 
educational leaders of both races, 
Between The Lines has found that 
it is the concensus of opinion that 
the matter must not be left to po- 
litical officials, but that church and 
school leaders must take the initia- 
tive in a campaign of understanding 
at the community level — using pa- 
tience and persuasion as the basis of 
approach. At best, political leaders 
are prone to depend upon popular 
emotional reactions, and at worst, 


to exploit public passions for their 
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down over 20 per cent since 1951 while industrial profits have skyrocket- 
ed with skilled labor trailing not far behind. Cost of fertilizer has gone 
up 80 per cent; oil and gas 15 per cent, likewise other things the farmer 
uses. Farm families are heavy spenders, need many things; if the farmer 
finally gets mad and quits buying or is so pinched he can’t buy the new 
things his wife wants — that front tire may blow. 

CORPORATION PROFIT REPORTS for the first six months of 
*55 show that record-breaking business profits are still piling up. But most 
of the biggest profits are being made by the corporations with an inside 
track to war business — car and truck manufacturers (tanks and mechan- 
ized artillery, etc.), chemical corporations, oil and steel, airplane manu- 
facturers, etc. They are leading the profit parade, but they are also literally 
plundering the taxpayer and no one seems to care. Your boy gives up two 
to four years of the best period of his life to serve his country for noth- 
ing, but industrialists make 10, 15 and 20 per cent profit on tanks, planes, 
guns and chemical products for armaments, and if any one complains, it’s 
subversive. Of course, the arms manufacturers hide most of their profit — 
and everybody associated with the war contracts and the corporations that 
do the business knows it. The tax dodges by these corporations are quite 
extensive but perfectly legal — Cadillacs for the executives to use “for 
business purposes,” private planes, long leisurely “business trips” to Eu- 
rope — any way to get rid of the dollars and avoid raising taxable salaries 
is good business today in the war-industry corporations. The gross immor- 
ality of this situation demands judgment — how — when will it come? (Re- 
member, over $500 million in excess profits, filched from Uncle Sam dur- 
ing World War II, were cited before congressional groups, but only a small 
part was ever refunded.) 


ROFIT-SHARING VS. ANNUAL WAGE: In our last issue we re- 

ported that the annual wage appears to be inevitable in the American 
industrial picture of tomorrow. This does not mean that the annual wage 
is preferable to other possible developments. Many business leaders and 
craftsmen-workers who are Christian laymen believe that a much better 
approach to the next phase of capitalism would be an advance in the profit- 
sharing and worker participation in ownership, whereby the capitalist pyr- 
amid is greatly widened at the base and thus made more stable and secure. 
When each employee gets a share of the profits at the end of the year, and 
accumulates stock in the company after a given number of years of serv- 
ice, new streams of creative power are released into any factory or busi- 
ness. The worker does not look upon his work in terms of how much he 
can “get out of the boss,” but how much he can produce in cooperation 
with management. Each worker becomes a disciplinarian of himself and 
others, for absenteeism, loafing, carelessness and indifference cut in on 
each profit-sharing check; each worker looks upon capitalism as something 
he has a part in; he is a capitalist and not an “exploited worker.” 

LABOR LEADERS OPPOSE profit-sharing plans, however. They 
feel that if the workers share in the company’s profits they are drawn into 
closer association with management’s viewpoint and are no longer depend- 
ent upon the tough labor leader to fight the workers’ battles for them. 
Labor leaders thus feel that profit-sharing plans and worker-stock owner- 
ship plans alienate the worker from union leadership. Leading personnel 
men in industry believe that this attitude is short-sighted and that it re- 
flects against the character of labor leadership. Union officials would still 
have the most important areas of service left to them — some of which are 
now neglected — where their skills and training could be most useful in 
management of labor’s welfare-health programs, apprentice systems, etc. 


One of the most pivotal conflicts in labor-management relations 
now looming before us is this tug-of-war over profit-sharing vs. annual 
wage. You will remember Ford Motors tried to swing away from the de- 
mand for annual wage by offering Ford workers a chance to get company 
stock at a favorable discount — a move towards worker sharing in owner- 
ship and profits on the largest scale in history. But union leaders slapped 
the offer down without giving the workers any chance to consider the deal. 
Profit-sharing may have to work up from small businesses while labor and 
management fight annual wage battles at the top. 


A small business man renders a considerable service to our future 
economy by introducing profit-sharing, for he is increasing the founda- 
tions for the new capitalist economy, made more abundant by greater 
Christian sharing. If you are an employer, why not study up on this, con- 
sider moving your Christian faith over into your business in a larger, more 
realistic way. If you are an employee, talk to your employer about it — 
with goodwill and in good humor. Information on profit-sharing systems 
may be secured from the Council of Profit Sharing Industries, 2306 First 
National Tower, Akron 8, Ohio. 
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own gain. Religion and education, 
the handmaidens of goodwill and 
understanding, must take the lead, 
Another important step was tak- 
en in desegregation when the U.§, 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals in 
Richmond, Virginia, ruled against 
segregation on city buses in a Co. 
lumbia, S. C., case. Here again 
Southern states are watching the re. 
sults of this action. It was the opin- 
ion of the court that the meaning 
of the Supreme Court decision ap. 
plied not only in schools but to all 
public services, including transpor- 
tation. It is believed that Congress 
and the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission will be asked to pass laws 
and rulings that will end segregation 
in all forms of transportation 
throughout the nation. 


One of the most important phases 
of the segregation issue is now cen- 
tered in congressional action. One 
Negro congressman and other con- 
gressional leaders have been push- 
ing for legislation to follow up the 
U. S. Supreme Court’s decision. One 
legislative proposal will provide that 
any state seeking to participate in 
the military reserve program must 
refrain from practicing racial dis- 
crimination in the National Guard. 
Throughout the South the National 
Guard has been one of the strong- 
holds of Jim Crow practices. To 
induce the Southern states to aban- 
don discrimination in National 
Guard units would weaken resist- 
ance to the segregation in schools. 


The second legislative effort pro- 
poses an amendment to the school 
construction bill which would re- 
quire that states seeking benefits 
from Federal aid in school building 
must certify that their school facili- 
ties are open to all children without 
regard to race, in conformity with 
the U. S. Supreme Court’s decision. 
Many Southern communities are 
aware of their need of Federal Aid 
if they are to meet educational re- 
quirements now confronting them; 
they will thus be brought inescap- 
ably to the point of decision — that 
they cannot get much needed Fed- 
eral aid unless they clearly state 
themselves on the segregation issue. 


The third amendment, affixed to 
the housing bill, requires all hous- 
ing agencies applying for Federal 
benefits to certify their adherence 
to non-discrimination policies in 
community housing. 

Efforts to kill these three legisla- 
tive proposals have been directed for 
the most part by Northern Demo- 
crats who are trying to keep Dixie- 
crat colleagues in line for a strong 
united party front in the °56 elec 
tions, even though they delay the de- 
velopment of racial progress and 
create turmoil in other areas of 
American life. 
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